ANNUAL FUNDRAISER

Our SHINE 2025 Fundraiser Was A Night To Remember!

Dear Greetings! we are thrilled to share highlights from an unforgettable evening of
creativity, connection, and purpose at SHINE 2025!

On October 1st, more than 180 guests came together at the Mint Museum Uptown
to celebrate the brilliance and resilience of young people across our community.
Together, we laughed, created, and raised vital funds to expand access to arts-
based healing and empowerment programs for youth who need them most.

Because of your generosity, SHINE
2025 raised nearly one-third of The
Arts Empowerment Project’s annual
operating budget, helping ensure that
we can continue providing
transformative arts programming,

mentoring, and community
engagement opportunities for youth
throughout Charlotte.
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To every sponsor, board member, guest, host committee member, donor, in-kind 2
partner, table captain, student, team member, and volunteer—Thank you. You
made our night sparkle brighter than ever before.



https://theartsempowermentproject.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/theartsempowermentproject/donation.jsp?campaign=6&
https://catchlightstudio.pixieset.com/theartsempowermentproject2025/
https://theartempowermentproject.pixieset.com/2025shinedanielcostonphotography/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=cassandraharris&nav=fc0b25c5-35d4-4549-84a5-d758d8e945c5
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The live and silent auctions brought joy, connection, and meaningful support for
youth arts programming in 2025.

Guests collaborated on a community mural in progress designed by Makayla
Binter, recipient of this year's Outstanding Leadership in Arts Award.
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At , guests added their own color and voices to ourcommunity mural,
designed by our honoree and artist, Makayla Binter.

As part of a grant from the System of Care Community Collaborative of Mecklenburg,

The Arts Empowerment Project is leading a community-based mural project aimed at
reducing stigma around mental health, increasing acceptance of services, and raising




awareness of challenges faced by youth and families.

The mural is being shaped through engagement sessions with youth, families, and
community partners, and will be unveiled later this month in West Charlotte. The project
is supported, in part, by Alliance Health, the SAMHSA Expansion Grant, and the North
Carolina System of Care (NC SOC).

Stay tuned for your invitation to the unveiling!
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AT THE MINT MUSEUM
UPTOWN, CHARLOTTE, NC *

500 S. Tryon Street. Charlotte, NC

We invite you to join our cause to help
children and teens envision
a brighter ton
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https://www.facebook.com/taepNC/
https://www.instagram.com/theartsempowermentproject?igsh=MXRmeDl5Ym52bm42cg%3D%3D&utm_source=qr
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-arts-empowerment-project/
https://theartsempowermentproject.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/theartsempowermentproject/donation.jsp?campaign=6&
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Funded in part by a grant from South Arts in partnership with the National Endowment for the Arts.
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