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HAPPY SPRING

We joined the VAPA Center in celebrating our collective VAPAversary and twoWe joined the VAPA Center in celebrating our collective VAPAversary and two
amazing years at our vibrant home in the heart of Charlotte. amazing years at our vibrant home in the heart of Charlotte. 

We had a lot to celebrate during our drop-in "Paint & Learn" workshop at our

2nd VAPAVERSARY. People learned how to paint wonderful art with different

techniques while learning about our programs and how we use visual and

performing arts as well as culinary arts to teach social and emotional learning

lessons. A great time was had by all of our visitors and new budding artists!
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Current Programming NewsCurrent Programming News

Throughout March, we continued our Free Arts Program, partnering with CMS
elementary schools. We completed lessons on Basquiat, Mask Art, Abstract Art,

and other fun projects to teach social emotional learning components. The
children we serve were responsible for creating a host of new masterpieces,

and not only used different painting techniques, but learned all about artists and
art movements, and were able to put their knowledge to paper. These lessons
not only consisted of art, but learning about how to control emotions, cope with

difficult situations, and resiliency; by creating artwork that expresses
feelings in a safe place without judgement.

Our recent Encounters seminar focused on social emotional learning through

https://www.vapacenter.com/events/


the arts while promoting life skills and good decision making. 

Guest artists and speakers included:

• Angela Gala, Co-Founder of Youth Meditation
• Guest VAPA Artist and Photographer, Jeff Cravotta

• CMPD Sergeant Braithwaite

Social Media RecapSocial Media Recap

April isApril is
Child Abuse Prevention MonthChild Abuse Prevention Month

Our team gathered at the Mecklenburg County Government Center for a press
conference and kick-off event in recognition of Child Abuse Prevention Month.
We joined community leaders and the North Carolina Guardian ad Litem (GAL)

Office for "Pinwheel Planting" at the courthouse to support raising
awareness about this critical issue. Stay tuned and plan to

join us for upcoming events in April.
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https://theartsempowermentproject.org/programs/


Give TodayGive Today

Thank You For YourThank You For Your
Continued Support!Continued Support!

We have many opportunities to participate or volunteer for our various
programs. Our 2024 programming consists of our Encounters/Life Skills

Program, HeART Packs, Promoting Peace + Justice, Art Vocation/Career Day,
Culinary Camps, and Fall/Winter Holiday events.

Keep posted for all of this and for more information about us please email
info@theartsempowermentproject.org.

Thanks to our volunteers, sponsors, donors, and team members who continue
to keep our programs operating to serve some of the most vulnerable children

in our community.

 

The Arts Empowerment Project is supported, in part, by the North Carolina Arts Council,
Arts & Science Council, United Way of Central Carolinas, and a grant from South Arts in

partnership with the National Endowment for the Arts.
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